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Your Quarterly Magazine

Signature 
   dishes

It’s finally here, enjoy 
the weather with our

 guided walks in Wiltshire   

As well as our chef’s recipe, 
two residents share their 
signature dishes which you 
can make at home

Summer      is upon usThe Pod    
 is back

If you haven’t already, come     
    inside and take a look...

Hobbies
& Clubs

This issue features more
 articles from residents

 about some of the great 
hobby clubs and groups at 

Wadswick Green 



Summer  is upon us
Welcome to our latest quarterly magazine, 
“summer is upon us”. It is unbelievable that 
we had deep snow only a few months ago, 
when we were digging ourselves out and 
hoping for the better weather and here it is!

A perfect summer day is when the sun is 
shining, the breeze is blowing, the birds 
are singing, and because it’s summer the 
memories are just waiting to happen. For 
me, it seems, everything magical happens 
between the months of July and September. 
The beauty of a July day is almost staggering. 
After the wet spring, everything that could 
turn green had outdone itself in greenness 
and everything that we could even dream of 
blooming or blossoming has flourished.

I know you will all be enjoying the hard 
work our gardeners have undertaken to 
continue to develop all the grounds with 
the wonderful colours throughout our 
Wadswick Green landscape.

Thank you to all the residents who have 
contributed to the Life On The Green Magazine 
and please keep all your articles coming.

Some exciting news: Construction of the next 
phase “Ash Close” will commence mid-summer 
with further new development to follow.

Enjoy our magazine and lookout for the “What’s 
On” leaflet each month. Enjoy all the activities 
with your fellow residents and families.

Warm regards
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Chris Sherman
General Manager

The Greenhouse Restaurant at Wadswick Green 
is a stylish and relaxed all day dining destination. 
Located in an elegant and modern setting, with 
beautiful views across the Wiltshire countryside. 

Meet friends and unwind after work, enjoy a 
leisurely breakfast or meet the family for a Sunday 

roast. The perfect place for any occasion.

The Greenhouse Restaurant is open  
Mon-Sat from 9am-11pm  and Sun 9am-4pm. 

You can reserve a table at any time by calling us on 01225 585880  
or book online at www.thegreenhousewg.co.uk

The Greenhouse resTauranT, The Pavilion, 
WadsWick Green, corsham sn13 9rd

www.wadswickgreen.co.uk

Take a look at what’s on offer  
at The Greenhouse

All Day Tuesday 
10% off Food and Drinks*
*to claim bring a copy of this advert

2 for 1 Pizza 
Available all day Friday noon - 9pm

BreAkFAsT menu  
7 days a week 9:30am - 11am

roAsTs 
Sunday Roast 12 - 3pm
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We recently sat down for a chat with 
Rebekah Jones, Interior Designer at OKA 
Froxfield and the creative mind behind 
the newly installed Showroom within the 
Marketing Suite.

How did the Wadswick Green 
project come about?
The Froxfield showroom was initially 
approached by Wadswick Green to 
produce a scheme for the Marketing 
Suite. The brief was to design an interior 
that was elegant, timeless and, most 
importantly, comfortable, keeping the 
Wadswick Green clientele in mind. 

The village is set in beautiful surroundings 
so I very much drew on that for the 
colour palette. The architecture may 
be modern but it sits so well within the 
landscape and I wanted the interior 
to reflect this. I was also conscious of 
choosing furniture that was pleasing to 
the eye as well as providing adequate 
comfort and support.

Can anyone use the OKA 
Interior Design Service?
Yes. Whether our clients are looking to 
update just one room or a whole house, our 
talented design team are ready to help. We 
have completed projects large and small 
all over the world and don’t just focus on 
furniture and accessories; we can provide 
bespoke services such as made-to-measure 
curtains and blinds, too.

How does the service work?
Every project is unique but they all follow 
these three simple steps:
 

1. Free Initial Consultation
A face-to-face meeting at one of our 
showrooms to discuss your design 
requirements.

2. The Design Process
Following an on-site visit, we draw up 
a spatial plan, presentation and put 
together a virtual shopping list for you to 
review and revise as required.

3. Delivery & Installation
Our premium ‘White Glove’ delivery 
service ensures all items are unpacked 
and placed with the utmost care and 
attention. For larger projects, your 
designer will be on-site to oversee the 
installation and make sure everything is 
fully dressed.
 

What is the cost of the OKA 
Interior Design Service?
Our prices are very competitive. We work on 
a price per room basis which starts at £350 
for a single room. The design fee is also 
refunded after a minimum spend is achieved, 
appropriate to the size of the scheme.

If you need any more information or help 
designing a room, please contact our 
Interior Design Team on 03332 400 744 
or visit OKA’s Froxfield store: The Forge, 
Bath Road, SN8 3LD

Q & A with OKA Interior 
Designer Rebekah Jones:

Life in the Sales Pod began for Debbie and 
Susan four years ago, which many of you will 
remember was located in the field opposite 
the Wadswick Country Store.

How time has moved on…
After having relocated our offices within several 
apartments around the village, we feel that 
we have returned home. We are delighted to 
have moved back into the beautifully furnished 
Marketing Suite and Showroom situated in front 
of our next phase - Almond Close.

The construction of the 45 apartments in 
Almond Close is progressing well and we are 
excited to be launching in the early autumn and 
welcoming many new residents to our village.

£20 off 
your first purchase 

of over £200*  

Terms and Conditions: £20 off only 

on orders over £200 with code: OKAWG20. 

Valid until 28th September 2018. 

Valid on full price items only. This discount 

cannot be used in conjunction with any 

other offer/discount and cannot 

be applied retrospectively 

or to delivery charges, exclusions 

apply. For full terms visit 

oka.com/terms.
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Can you hear the music in your 
mind?  Do you remember the 
film, South Pacific?  Does it bring 
back memories?  Does it make 
you feel happy?

This was one of the songs we 
heard in our last meeting which 
stimulated us to think about 
the questions I have just asked 
you and to feel a spontaneous 
response to the music and 
words.  The theme for our most 
recent evening was musical 
theatre for which each of us 
chose a piece from a musical; 
we listened to it and then talked 
about the memories it evoked, 
and perhaps carried the tune 
in our head for several days 
afterwards!

There were many tunes that we 
all knew well and found ourselves 
singing or humming along to.  
We started, rather appropriately, 
with Handel’s ‘Arrival of the 
Queen of Sheba’ and then 
pieces from ‘My Fair Lady’,  
‘South Pacific’, ‘Oklahoma’, ’Les 
Miserables’, ‘Oliver’ and ‘Mama 
Mia’.  What followed was a brief 
selection of residents’ stories that 
accompanied the tunes.

We heard that Claire and James 
took lessons so that they could 

bravely sing a duet of ‘I Have 
Dreamed’ from ‘The King and I’ to 
an audience at the Marlborough 
Summer School.  

Jenny told us about an 
inspirational teacher who 
taught her group to dance to 
the very lively ‘America’ from 
‘West Side Story’.

Sylvia’s memory was of driving 
over the old Severn Bridge on 
windy nights and wondering 
if she was ever going to get to 
the other side, but, determined 
to be successful she would sing 
‘Tomorrow Belongs to Me’ from 
‘Cabaret’ to get her safely there!  
Norman remembered seeing 
‘Half a Sixpence’ in 1965 and 
again later, when his daughter 
organised surprise tickets for him 
and Pat to see it without realising 
they had seen it fifty two years 
ago before they were married. 

Barbara has written an account 
of her visit to see Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory.  She says ‘It 
was an amazing production, the 
music and sets were so good as 
were the actors... Charlie and Willy 
Wonka were very charismatic. 
The changing scenes were 
breathtakingly good. My most 
vivid musical memory came 

from the final scene when Willy 
Wonka and Charlie stepped into 
a lift which then moved upwards 
with speed, and the backdrop 
showed the skyline of the city. 
Willy Wonka sang the haunting 
song ‘Pure Imagination’.  It was 
a show stopper and one I shall 
never forget’.

Our evening finished with two 
pieces from ‘The Phantom 
of the Opera’ with June’s 
memories of her twins’ birthday 
one New Year’s Eve when her 
large family spent the day in 
London, culminating in seeing 
‘The Phantom’ and driving back 
home down the M4 in convoy 
and all hooting as the clock 
struck midnight. 

Many happy memories were 
shared during the evening and 
we look forward to the next one!

 Happy talking, talking, happy talk, 
                 Talk about things you like to do,
                  You’ve got to have a dream
    If you don’t have a dream
           How you going to have a dream come true?

  Moyra Evans
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Joules Innis Classic 
Wrap Scarf, One Size 
Wadswick Country Store
£44.95 

Lowa Renegade Mens Goretex
Mid Walking Boots
Wadswick Country Store
£150.00  

Craven Ladies Waterproof 
Packaway Jacket
Various colours available

Jollys of Bath
£30.00 (Was £75.00) 

There are so many beautiful places to explore in our 
county and how better to do it than on foot. Take in 
the surroundings, discover wildlife, even bring out the 
photographer in you, get fitter or simply just enjoy the 
simple pleasures of a country walk, maybe dropping 
in at a country pub along the way!

There are three walking groups at Wadswick Green, 
here is a snippet of information on who they are, when 
they meet and what they like to do on their walks.

The Wadswick Strollers
Margaret Grafton leads the Strollers on a Tuesday 
morning. They meet in the Greenhouse at 10.00am 
and decide on the day where to go depending on 
the weather conditions and other factors. It is mainly 
on flat terrain, with no difficult obstacles or stiles and 
there is always a stop for coffee, either during the walk 
or at the end, at the Greenhouse, Wadswick Country 
Store Cafe or The Quarrymans Arms at Boxhill.

Level of fitness required - Moderate
Contact: margaret.grafton@gmail.com

The Friday Walking Group
Jenny Gray leads the Friday Walking Group. The walk 
starts from the Greenhouse at 10.00am and is usually 
about 4-5 miles. It may involve some ups and downs 
and stiles to be negotiated, along with some rough 
terrain. Transport is provided to one of the monthly 
walk’s starting point. The group often stop at the 
Quarrymans, or if they are walking along the canal they 
like to stop for coffee at The Cross Guns at  Avoncliff.

Level of fitness required - Good
Contact: jenny293@btinternet.com

Monthly Long Walk Group
Malcolm Jennings leads the monthly Long Walk on the 
final Tuesday of each month. The walk normally starts 
from the Greenhouse at 9.00am although occasionally 
other starting points are used and transport is then 
provided. The walk is generally about 6-8 miles and 
may be quite demanding, with steep climbs and some 
awkward stiles. Malcolm always finds a welcome stop 
for coffee along the way on his varied walking routes.

Level of fitness required - Very good
Contact: kathleen52jennings@btinternet.com

Discover 
       walks 
       in Wiltshire...

Lowa Renegade Ladies Goretex
Mid Walking Boots
Wadswick Country Store
£150.00  

Pure New Wool
Waterproof Picnic Rug
Rossiters of Bath
£30.00

10 x 50 Binoculars
by Eurohike
Milletts, Chippenham
£24.00 (Was £40.00)

Plain Tumbler Glasses
by Eurohike
Millets, Chippenham
£6.00 (Was £12.00)

Cath Kidston Multi 
Pocket Backpack, 
Cat print
Leekes of Melksham
£50.00

Osprey
Hikelite 18 Litre Daysack
Millets, Chippenham
£60.00

Chestnut Leather Hip Flask
Rossiters of Bath
£45.00

Eden Project
Vacuum Flask
Jollys of Bath
£12.00

Tripod Stool
by Eurohike
Millets, 
Chippenham

2 for £10.00

Explorer’s

essentials..
.

Get out and explore the beautifu
l 

Wiltshire countrysid
e!

Prices correct at time of going to print.
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Every Monday Evelyn, Geraldine 
Jenny, Joy and myself  gather 
outside the Pavilion for the 
Concierge to take us to ‘Silver Swans,’ 
an adult ballet class for aspiring ballet 
dancers at The Springfield Centre in 
Corsham, where we are joined with 
7 or 8 others.

Some have danced before, albeit 
many years ago (and it shows) 
others have never experienced 
the joys of plié and stretch which is 
certainly apparent! But no matter, 
we keep on trying week after 
week to stretch higher, extend 
further and force our limbs into 
positions I never knew existed 
before starting Sliver Swans.

We are all shapes and sizes, but 
that does not appear to impact 
on our levels of ability. It’s all about 
improving core strength, posture, 
balance and most importantly, 
enjoyment, which is key as one 
gets older. We’ve made some 
great new friends, we’ve had 
very many laughs and there is 
a wonderful sense of mutual 
encouragement. I am not finding 
it easy, but we have FUN!

Why it is called ‘Silver Swans’ 
is unclear, as ‘Dying Ducks’ in 

a thunder storm would seem 
more appropriate I’m sure! Our 
teacher Jacquie, is very patient 
with us, especially me, who often 
gets confused between my left 
and right leg. However, my new 
leather ballet pumps will help 
me scrape the ground in some 
of the steps. A few members of 
the class have ordered burgundy 
leotards, as Jacquie feels that it 
would be nice for the class to be 
coordinated. At present we have 
refrained from purchasing the 
matching tutus as the vision of the 
dancing elephants from Fantasia 
springs to mind!

Jacquie calls out position like 
frappé, tondu, plié, chassé, 
glissade and changement all 
of which I thought were menu 
choices! Every now and then I 
keep being moved along the barré 
to separate me from laughing with 
my disruptive friend… Any guesses 
who that might be?!

At the end of the class we perform 
croise which is to address a corner 
(like the haggis) and then we skip 
across the hall corner to corner 
and I must say I don’t feel too badly 
about this movement because 
most of us have legs and arms 

in opposing positions. Currently, 
one our numbers hasn’t thrown 
in the towel, but has gone to Spain 
for the summer…

So what are you waiting for?! If 
you fancy joining us you would 
be most welcome, the only 
criteria being 55+ years, which 
accounts for us all. And, finally 
when Chris Sherman asks for 
ideas for the new extension us 
prima ballerinas have visions 
of a purpose built ballet studio 
complete with mirrors and a 
barré, and then maybe we could 
start our own ‘Silver Swans’ here 
at Wadswick Green - perhaps we 
could call ourselves ‘The Golden 
Geese’… We can but dream…
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Hilary Brooks
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For those who missed it - we 
had a fun and happy evening at 
the Supper dance on 6th May.  
I think just about everyone got 
up and danced – even some 
of the wheelchair users were 
wheeled onto the dancefloor 
which was great to see.  

We witnessed many different 
responses to the exciting music 
of the sixties and seventies 
including waltzing, jiving, 
twisting the night away and 
even a Kaz impersonation of 
Mick Jagger waving his arms 
around!  Jenny neatly managed 
to avoid Malcolm’s feet in 
an impromptu attempt at a 
quickstep.  Music ranged from 
Buddy Holly and Elvis to the 
Beatles (of course), Abba, the 
Beach Boys and more.

Louise did a brilliant job of playing 
all our requests but still made 
time to join us on the dance floor 
demonstrating that she knew all 
the words to just about all the 
ABBA tracks - very impressive as 
most of us only knew the chorus.  
Zac proved that he has a natural 
aptitude to dance and we were 
treated to some inspiring hip 
swivelling movements.

   I think without 
exception everyone 
had a great evening 
and I am sure we are 
all looking forward 
to the next time.  

Thanks to Louise, Rafael, Emily, 
Zac and the Greenhouse team 
for giving up the Sunday of 
their long weekend to help us 
enjoy ourselves, and thanks to 
everyone who attended and 
made it such a fun night.  It was 
worth having to endure ABBA 
playing in my head all night!

Supper Dance 
                  at the 
      Greenhouse

balletdancer! 
Oh to bea

Wendy Osburn
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Andrew’s Risotto
By Joy Manton

We’re all used to the concept 
of recipes being passed down 
through families… I’d like to 
offer a different angle… recipes 
passed up!  I don’t think I’d be 
inclined to share any of the 
recipes I was raised on… good 
old meat and two veg (which 
were of course boiled almost 
to the point of extinction!)  My 
first taste of the ‘exotic’ was 
probably Vesta Chow Mein…
and then while at college I 
was introduced to curries 
and ‘Chinese’.  My children 
though were raised on an 
eclectic mix of Italian, Indian, 
TexMex… in fact anything and 
everything.  Both sons have 
become excellent cooks and 
I’m proud to say that one of our 
favourite dishes comes from my 
youngest son…may I introduce 
you to ‘Andrew’s risotto’. 

_____________________________

To serve 2:

•  Olive oil
•  450 ml chicken stock
•  1 small chopped onion
•  1 crushed clove of garlic
•  150g arborio rice
•  75ml alcohol… I use ‘basic’  
    brandy but you can use dry  
    white wine or vermouth
•  100g chopped mushrooms
•  75g chopped chorizo
•  110g baby spinach leaves
•  140g cooked flame 
    grilled chicken
•  1 tbsp mascarpone cheese
•  1 tbsp chopped fresh parsley
•  25g grated Parmesan cheese
•  Nutmeg

Heat chicken stock in a small pan 
and keep it gently simmering.  In a 
large pan (or I use a wok) heat the 
olive oil and cook onion and garlic 
over a medium heat for around 5 
minutes…until softened.

Stir in the rice and coat it with 
the onion/garlic.  Then add the 
alcohol and simmer until almost 
evaporated. Gradually add the 
stock, a ladleful at a time and 
keep stirring for 15 minutes.

Next stir in the baby spinach and 
mushrooms. Follow this with 
the chorizo and chicken. Finally 
add the mascarpone cheese.

By now the risotto should be 
tender and creamy… turn off 
the heat and stir in the chopped 
parsley and a little nutmeg.  
Scatter with Parmesan cheese. 
Serve either ‘as is’ or with a side 
salad of your choice… I like 
rocket, onion, basil and parmesan 
or tomato and onion.

Recipes                                    June  |  July  |  August  |  2018

Scottish Shortbread             
By June Game__________________________

I often have grandchildren coming 
to visit and they like to do some 
baking with me.  This recipe is ideal 
as it’s low in sugar and quick and 
easy to make.  After washing their 
hands, I encourage them to use 
their fingers to rub the ingredients 
into a dough – using old fashioned, 
transferable skills rather than an 
electric mixer. It’s good to eat as a 
biscuit or served as a Strawberry 
Shortcake with ice cream for 
pudding. Always a winner!

__________________________

•  6oz/150g butter at room temp
•  3oz/75g caster sugar
•  6oz/150g plain flour
•  3oz/75g semolina
•  Few drops of almond essence
•  1oz/25g flaked almonds 
    to decorate

Lightly grease 7” square or 8” 
round tin. Preheat oven to 160°C/
fan 140°C. Mix all ingredients in 
a bowl and rub together using 
finger tips  until the mixture binds 
together.  Knead into a ball, then 
press the dough into the tin using 
the back of a spoon and sprinkle 
the almonds on top. Bake  in the 
oven for 40-45 minutes and mark 
out immediately into 12 fingers 
or triangles. Sprinkle lightly with 
caster sugar.  Leave to cool in tin. 
Store in airtight container. 
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Risotto
•  850ml fish stock
•  2 tbsp olive oil
•  1 small finely 
   chopped onion
•  1 garlic clove crushed
•  Zest of 1 lemon
•  230g Arborio rice
•  230ml dry white wine

Heat oil, add onion and garlic cook 
until tender. Add rice and lemon 
zest coat in the oil, add wine and 
reduce until all absorbed, stirring 
occasionally. Add fish stock ¼ at 
a time until adsorbed, season and 

leave to go cold, divide into 6 and 
shape. When ready to serve pan 
fry till crispy on both sides.

Chive and Saffron Sauce
•  Bunch of chives 
   finely chopped
•  225ml double cream
•  Good pinch saffron
•  Salt and pepper
•  140ml fish stock

Reduce fish stock and saffron by 
half, add double cream, chives

season and reduce until slightly 
thickened.

Seabass
•  6 Seabass fillets
•  15g butter

Butter fillets on both sides and 
grill skin side up for 2-5 min. 

Arrange risotto cake on the 
plate, add samphire and place 
Seabass on top. Pour sauce 
around the risotto cake and 
serve immediately. Enjoy!

Fillet of Seabass on crisp Risotto Cake with Samphire & Saffron Sauce

Recipes...

In this edition, as well as our chef’s recipe, we are bringing 
you two delicious signature dishes from our residents.
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“Stand up if you’ve been out in 
your area between midnight and 
3.00am?”

These were the words spoken at 
Police headquarters at Portishead 
when Norman and several 
other people from churches in 
Chipping Sodbury attended a 
taster session on Street Pastors in 
2009. Of course, hardly anyone 
stood up! So the first task was to 
go out at that time to see whether 
Chipping Sodbury really needed 
Street Pastors. As a friend once 
commented: 

  I can’t believe 
that Chipping 
Sodbury becomes 
a den of iniquity 
after midnight!
Four churches came together 
to set up this ministry for the 
community. I could definitely 
see Norman in this role but didn’t 
think I could do it.  A  Management 
Committee had to be set up 
and Norman asked if I would be 
interested. I was asked to organise 
and attend 50 hours of training 
and then I thought I’d give it a go.

The first night we went out I 
can remember feeling very 
scared: not helped by my son’s 
observation that we didn’t have 

any body armour! We went out 
in pairs and we were quickly 
approached by a young man 
who was depressed wanting to 
discuss his future. We found that 
this was a pattern as many people 
go out drinking to get away from 
their depressing circumstances. 

One New Year’s Eve we were 
about to go home at 2.30am 
when I saw a young girl sitting in 
a shop doorway, after talking to 
her we discovered that she had 
taken an overdose, so we waited 
with her until an ambulance 
turned up. By chance an off duty 
paramedic stopped to help and 
he handed his dog to a young 
man who had been barracking 
us all night. I stood with him 
and as he watched what was 
happening, “Do you see this 
sort of thing very often?” “Is this 
what you deal with?” He grew in 
respect for what Street Pastors 
do, recognising that this could 
have been one of his friends. The 
young girl was treated in hospital.

A lot of the work was preventative 
and we became involved by: 
helping people to get home 
safely especially if they were 
being preyed upon or had been 
deserted by their friends: we 
collected bottles which were left 
lying on the streets so preventing 
them being used as weapons in a 
fight: we handed out flip flops to 
girls who were tottering on their 
high heels (The flip flops were 

originally pink, but we found too 
many girls wanted to take them on 
holiday!) Eventually we had Street 
Pastors printed on them - they 
served as a reminder the next day 
to the girls (and often their parents) 
who had helped them.

When we were being trained 
we found it hard to believe how 
useful it was to give out lollipops 
- The aim of giving them was to 
stop argument. You try having an 
argument with a lollipop in your 
mouth!

For me, the most distressing 
evening was when we were 
called to help a girl who was in 
a terrible state after someone 
had given her drugs and it took 3 
police officers to get her in their 
van. They took her to hospital to 
get help, rather than arrest her.

Street Pastors is an initiative started 
by Les Issacs in 2003 after seeing 
gang violence on the streets 
of London. Since then, 12,000 
volunteers have been trained as 
Street Pastors nationally and in 
some cities School Pastors and 
Quick Response Pastors have 
also been founded, the latter 
have provided help and support 
after some of the recent terrorist 
incidents in London.

Their motto is Listening, Caring, 
Helping.

Anecdotes of a
      street pastor 
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Pat & Norman Fuggle
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Wadswick 
Reading Groups
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Monday Group 

Over the last three months we 
have read two autobiographies 
and a novel.

Strictly Ann:
The Autobiography 
by Ann Widdecombe 

Why Be Happy When 
You Can Be Normal 
by Jeanette Winterson

We Are All Made of Glue 
by Marina Lewycka 

Each of these books really divided 
us as a group so this time I will write 
a short commentary on each.

To write an autobiography it 
would seem necessary to have an 
amazing memory, a diary writing 
habit (from an early age) or to be 
very scarred by your childhood.

Ann W had a happy childhood 
and close family; she remembers 
the name of every acquaintance 
from school, university, work 
and political life. She is strong on 
detail and gives a clear account 
of the painful struggle to find 
a safe seat in Parliament, how 
systems operate in The House 
of Commons. We are left in little 
doubt about her friends and foes 
in the world of politics.

Ann Widdecombe is a lady with 
strong views on a variety of 
contentious issues and as a reader 
you do feel that you are being 
lectured. There is an impression of 
arrogance throughout the book 
but surprisingly she then admits to 
her various struggles with getting 
to Oxford, her boyfriend, houses 
and even running a car. She 
worked for Unilever then settled 
more happily into University 
Administration but came close to 
bankruptcy. 

For those of us who didn’t warm 
to her brand of politics she has 
had a second career as a writer 
of novels, lecturer on cruise ships 
and most memorably her Strictly 
Come Dancing experience. 
Interestingly she has struck up a 
warm friendship with her dance 
partner Anton du Beke.

The complete antithesis of the 
organised and correct Ann 
Widdecombe is the emotional and 
slightly chaotic memoir written  

by Jeanette Winterston. She is 
adopted at an early age into a very 
strange household ruled by an 
obsessive, controlling and violent 
mother. Their lives are ruled by 
The Elim Pentecostal Church and 
religion is an important factor in 
their lives. It is a strict, cruel and 
loveless childhood where her 
adoptive father is uninvolved. For 
several of us this book brought back 
memories of particularly hard times 
in our own childhoods. The many 
topics discussed were adoption, 
violence, religion, education, 
mental illness and sexuality.

Fortunately the bright and 
adventurous Jeanette did well at 
school. She was encouraged by 
a supportive English teacher and 
when she became homeless in 
her teens this teacher took her 
in. Intellectually she did well and 
went to Oxford University and 
has had a successful career as 
a writer. Her books have been 
filmed and made into TV series. 
Her emotional life has been more 
difficult with a mental breakdown 
and some tricky relationships. 

Jeanette has spent her life 
searching for her place in the 
world and love. She tracked down 
her birth mother and a step family 
but that hasn’t been the answer 
for her. In 2015 she married Susie 
Orbach a psychotherapist and 
psychoanalyst.

Our novel provides an unusual 
mixture of humour, immigration, 
the perils of old age and most 
bizarrely touches on the Israeli / 
Palestine conflict. Add to that a 
marriage falling apart, teenage 
children and an affair with an 
estate agent who appears to 
shop at Ann Summers!

Our heroine Georgie writes for 
a specialist Glue magazine and 
the metaphor of glue, bonding 
and sticking are used regularly. 
The story does revolve round an 
elderly Jewish lady living in a huge
and increasingly derelict house in 
north London. This is a lonely life 
made more bearable by seven 
cats and classical music. 

It is over a skip that our two 
women meet and so the story 
progresses. Georgie tries to help 
Mrs Shapiro and enters a home 
that is filthy, leaking, smelly and 
full of cats. An odd job man (a 
Palestinian) comes to make 
repairs, our old lady ends up in 
hospital and a crooked social 
worker and estate agent are in 
cahoots. They want the derelict 
home in its large plot which is of 
course worth millions.

It is a convoluted story and things 
are never quite what they seem, the 
characters are eccentric and you 
can’t but help warming to them.

On the glue theme I am finishing 
with a headline from The 
Sunday Times on Royal wedding 
weekend – Royals are the Glue 
for Brexit Britain. 

                                     Hilary Flack

Tuesday Group
The Little Old Lady who 
Broke all the Rules
Catherine Ingleman-Sundberg

This is a Swedish crime story 
with a big difference!  Martha 
Anderson is 79 and fed up with 
the petty restrictions and penny 
pinching of the care home she 
lives in.  So she recruits four 
other residents into ‘The League 
of Pensioners’ and together 

they embark on a crime spree 
with the ultimate aim of being 
caught and going to prison, as 
their perception is that prison 
(in Sweden) would offer better 
living conditions than their care 
home does.

The author, Catherine Ingleman-
Sundberg, puts Martha in charge 
of creating a variety of plots 
which include coping with an 
over zealous housekeeper, a 
menacing convict, a lazy pair 
of crewmen and police officers 
whose ageism blinds them to the 
clues right under their noses.

Members of our book club 
were keen to turn the pages 
to follow the escapades to see 
what happened.  But the down 
side to the book was that the 
stories were so improbable 
and morally dubious that 
the serious point of drawing 
attention to the care of the 
elderly today was mainly missed.

                            Jeanette Cowler
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Following the introduction of the Wadswick Play Readers in the previous Life on the 

Green, which could perhaps be described as “setting the scene” as well as detailing the 

action, we have continued to meet with dramatic effect on the first 

Tuesday of each month. 

 The eagle eyed will have noticed that the main photograph featured showing all of us in the 

group was indeed The Importance of Being Earnest, yet to be enjoyed at the time of writing.  

Our “props” were the clue to the characters for which we had been cast, and also to the 

identity of the group members.  
As we had more dramatists than characters, there were some roles which we shared, handing 

on the baton at suitable points in the story.  Many of us were familiar with the play having read 

it long ago, or seen it on stage, or watched a film version of which there have been several.  

However we encountered it in the past, there was plenty in the sparkling script and familiar plot 

to get into character with and overact with relish.  It was surprising how tiring it was for the main 

characters, even when sitting, to enact the whole play straight off.
Our play for the April gathering was Jane Eyre, an adaptation of the long tale into a play lasting 

about two hours.  Similarly, this proved a worthy vehicle for displaying tortured souls and deeply 

held passions gleefully.  Bertha Mason’s presence was tangible through her hideous laugh, 

although no dialogue had been included for her, and our emotions were in tatters by the final 

scene of reconciliation between Jane and Rochester.We moved on to a slight change of genre in Agatha Christie’s The Hollow, which was full of the 

distinguished Sir Henry Angkatell’s cousins, revolvers, Ainswick House and falling in love.  There was 

no Poirot but a thoughtful and charming Inspector Colquhorn and his rather unrefined sergeant, who 

described Sir Henry’s aristocratic wife, Lady Lucy, as ‘bats’, simply because he couldn’t understand her.  

But neither could most of the others!  The victim of the piece was a weekend visitor, John Christie and, 

sadly also his wife Gerda, who, having shot him, spoiler alert, ends up dead too.
It was helpful to start the evening with the play readers identifying themselves as the mistress, 

ex mistress, diffident would be lover but then rejected, lover of rejected lover and his house, and also 

the eminent husband and wife, who were not caught up in the plot of loving anyone else.  As you can 

see, there was plenty of opportunity for misunderstandings and general angst and the cast enjoyed 

themselves hugely!

Claire Ladd

Wadswick Play Readers
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Across
9   Hair cleaner (7)

10  German measles (7)

11  Chatter (7)

12  Anxious (7)

13  Emphasize (9)

15  Astonish (5)

16  Decent (11)

20 First prime minister 
       of India (5)

22  Chinese revolutionary  
       leader (3,3-3)

24  Type of chair (7)

26 Poorly matched (7)

27 Demolish (7)

28 Cooking vessel (7)

  

Crossword Puzzle

Solutions for last issue’s puzzle. Across: 1 Isles, 5 Trash, 8 Spell, 10 Troika, 11 Armour, 12 Lyric, 13 Martha, 14 Kenyan, 15 Drama, 17 Clawed, 
19 Design, 21 Rumba, 22 Starve, 23 Iceman, 24 Sites, 25 Lathes, 27 Ironed, 29 Ionic, 31 Return, 32 Animal, 33 Gruel, 34 Otter, 35 Tends.      

Down: 1 Goodbye, 2 Streamlet, 3 Evict, 4 Ne’er, 6 Reminisce, 7 Sauna, 8 Salad dressing, 9 Lackadaisical, 16 Admit, 18 Warehouse, 
20 Graveyard, 26 Agent, 28 Olive, 30 Noun. 

Down
1    Sterile (7)

2   Largest desert (6)

3   On an upper floor (8)

4   Depression from lack 
      of company (10)

5   Make beer or ale (4)

6   Spain and Portugal (6)

7   Last (8)

8   Walked like a duck (7)

14 Put out (10)

16 Practise (8)

17  Wrist band (8)

18 Indefinite person (7)

19  Fishermen (7)

21  Yet to arrive (6)

23  Squalid (6)

25  Supporting ropes (4)

18
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Sudoku                                                  
Solutions for last 
issue’s puzzles

19
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Solutions for this issue’s puzzle can be found on the back page

Solutions for this issue’s puzzle can be found on the back page

Answer to last issue’s ‘Where does this come from?’ 
When You Are Old - William Butler Yeats

Chess Puzzle                                            

Black to play. Black’s next move forced White to resign at 
once and was rewarded with a “shower of gold” from the 
spectators. What did Black play? Solution on back page. 
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Solutions to this issue’s puzzles
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ALMOND
APARTMENT
ART
BATHOUSE
BIRCH
BUGGY
CLUB

CONCIERGE
CRAFT 
GYM
PaViLion
POOL
POND
READING

RESIDENT
SALON
STRETCHES
WALKING
WALNUT
ZUMBA

Find these 20 
words hidden 
in the square 
above. All are 
to do with 
Wadswick Green. 
The answers 
are upside 
down below.

Solutions for crossword puzzle: Across: 9 Shampoo, 10 Rubella, 11 Prattle, 12 Worried,          Sudoku:
13 Italicize, 15 Amaze, 16 Respectable, 20 Nehru, 22 Sun Yat-Sen, 24 Beanbag, 26 Unequal, 
27 Destroy, 28 Steamer.  Gruel, 34 Otter, 35 Tends.      

Down: 1 Aseptic, 2 Sahara, 3 Upstairs, 4 Loneliness, 5 Brew, 6 Iberia, 7 Ultimate, 
8 Waddled, 14 Extinguish, 16 Rehearse, 17 Bracelet, 18 Anybody, 19 Anglers, 
21 Unborn, 23 Slummy, 25 Guys. 

Solution to chess puzzle: Black played Queen to G3. This move threatens 
an immediate checkmate on H2. Any capture of Black’s Queen also loses after Black 
checks with his Knight on E2
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